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Upcoming Events 
By Bill Coons 

Jul 26              RI Governor's Bay Day, Brenton Point State Park, Newport, RI 
                        The Governor and his wife truly appreciate kite flying  - he has been seen flying a Rev. 
                        This is a ConnectiKITERS Ocean Theme Kite Fly, but all types of kites are welcomed. 
                        In the past, the Governor arrived between noon to 2 p.m., but the park is open the rest of the day. 
                        Fly’em if you got’em! 
 
Aug 9              Christmas in August Fun Fly  
                        Barbara and I will be at this event held at Harkness State Park, Connecticut. All ConnectiKITERS fun  
                        flys are open to the public and you will be warmly received. Come just to fly or bring a wrapped gift  
                        ($5 or less) to play “Ain’t it a Shame.” If you want to eat, bring a dish to share. 
 
Aug 22            Boston Area Stunt Kite Competition at Millennium Park 
                        Regrettably, this event has been canceled. 
 
Sep 12, 13       Kites Over Fort Ontario 
                        Watch the NYKE website and e-group for details. 
 
Sep 24 - 27      Sunfest 
                        http://www.kiteloft.com/ click on events calendar and then click on Sunfest 
                        This event is held in Ocean City, MD and is like a kite-flying vacation. Lots of events with fun being 
                        the main ingredient. It is hosted by the Kite Loft and you should check their website for updated 
                        information. I have been to 5 of these events and have always come away wanting more. I am already 
                        looking forward to breakfast at the Dough Roller. 
 
Sep 25 - 27      Adirondack Balloon Festival 
                        http://www.adirondackballoonfest.org/ 
                        If you can’t make the trip to Ocean City, take a short drive to Glens Falls and watch the launch of the  
                        balloons and fly some kites.  NYKE typically only shows up on Saturday, but you are welcome to fly  
                        on Sunday also. Come early on Saturday and enjoy the Farmer’s breakfast and watch the balloons lift  
                        off. If you aren’t an early riser, roll in about 10 a.m. and just fly your kites.  The Dixon’s are almost  
                        always there, perhaps you’ll run into them.  
 
Oct 10, 11       Maple Ridge Kite Festival - put it on your calendar now 
                        http://www.mapleridgecenter.com/edit-articles/3-newsflash/92-kite-festival 
                        If you only attend one event this year, this is the one it should be. You won’t be disappointed.  
                        Barbara and I will be there too! Need more prodding? Just visit the above website. 
                        Details online as they arise, last-minute information in the September newsletter. 
 
Editor’s Note: All web references were checked at the time of publication. Some may be broken by the time you get 
to them. 



2009 Hammonasset Kite Festival 
Day One 
By Bill Coons 
 
Barbara and I made it down to Hammonasset for the 
first day of the kite festival. We got a room at the 
Clinton Motel and met up with Greg and Jackie and 
Don and Kim at about 5:30 Friday afternoon. Thom 
Shanken showed up a little later. We connected with 
Kevin and Jon and Jeanette by cell phone and arranged 
to meet for dinner at a local pub, Chip’s. 
(http://chipspub3.com/ ) What a great place this turned 
out to be! We highly recommend it if you are ever in the 
Clinton area. 
 
We arose early Saturday morning, having planned to be 
at the field at 8 a.m. We actually got there at about 8:03 
and serendipitously following Jackie and Greg to the 
park snagged us free entry as part of the event staff. 
When we arrived Gary and Karl had already put up all 
the signs and were just finishing up the banners. Others 
probably were involved, but I didn’t see them.  
 
Both flying fields had already been staked out, but not 
roped off because the soccer nets were still in place 
from a Friday evening practice. I helped Greg and 
Jackie set up their store while Barbara went to grab a 
spot for the NYKE base camp.  By the time I got done 
at the store she had already unloaded the entire car. I 
quickly set up our EZ-up and installed my banners. 
Then I went to help Maggie rope off both fields. We 
were essentially ready for business by about 9 a.m. 
 
There was a light and variable breeze from the 
northeast. We were expecting it to be coming from the 
Sound, but no such luck. We were also expecting the 
sun to be shining, but instead found ourselves 
swimming through heavy fog. The fog eventually 
cleared, but the sun never really came out.  
 
The wind did get a little better, but never really changed 
direction during the day. Kevin Reynolds was kept on 
his toes just trying to keep three kites in the sky; his two 
bull dogs and his Martin’s upper half. Of those, the 
upper half flew the best. He also got his RWB bols 
inflated. And he had a great time assisting Ray Gruzas 
with his giant kites: stingray, cat, and a newly added 
cuttlefish. 

I got to fly my Level One with transition tail for about 
20 minutes before the main demos started. I also flew 
about 6 other kites for a short period of time each. But I 
spent most of my time taking pictures and talking to 
people I haven’t seen in a while. A couple of spectators 
grabbed hold of me to talk about what was going on. 
One of them had stumbled into the event last year and 
dragged some friends with him this year. They were 
very interested in what was going on. 
 
Karl Berg flew the opening Star Spangled Banner 
using his RWB stack of Dynakites. Art St. Pierre, Beth 
Bowen, Sue Moskowicz and Steve Santos flew Rev 
demonstrations as “Team Newport,” Shawn Tinkham 
and Ron Graziano flew dual line demos, Joe “photo” 
Perron flew his three dual lines with tube tails and 
Karl and Gary Engvall flew their Dynakite stacks.  
 
About mid-afternoon we got into rok battles and bol 
racing. The wind was quite stiff during the bol races and 
it proved to be quite humorous. The kids loved the 
challenge. We had lots of participation in the rok battles 
with more than 10 involved at a time. This was Jon’s 
first experience battling and he acquitted himself quite 
well. If I remember correctly, he stayed in the sky 
longer than Gary Sharp in all the heats. Gary even got 
cut while sparring in preparation for one of the heats. 
Deb Borg also did quite well flying “The Eyes of God” 
rok. The announcer, Dennis Smith, had a ball with that 
and the crowd ate it up. Thom also did very well despite 
his aching back. 
 
You might have noticed I haven’t mentioned Don Tuff 
in all this. That’s because he had to run back to Boston 
to participate in graduation ceremonies at the college. 
He left at about 6 a.m. Saturday morning to get there for 
it and didn’t get back to the festival until about 2:30. He 
spent the rest of the afternoon connecting with people 
he hadn’t seen in a while.  
 
Despite the early pea soup quality of the air, the initial 
wimpy winds and four or five raindrops, we had an 
excellent time. We got to briefly visit with lots of 
people we haven’t seen in quite a while. In addition to 
people already mentioned, Richard Bromley and Jerry 
Hyland were there and manned the ConnectiKITERS 
tent, Bob and Martha Enright (who also stayed at the 
Clinton Motel, but we didn’t know that Friday evening), 
Tom Halapin, Cheryl Lucas, Doug and Jan Coates, 
Ralph Reed, Dave and Cameron Olsen with Sandy 
and her granddaughter. As usual, it was an excellent 
turnout.  

We appreciate the efforts of Gary and Maggie and Sea Side Kites to make this event happen each year. 



Ray’s cuttlefish is caught between my NYKE banner 
and Cam’s ConnectiKITERS banner. Also seen are 
Kevin’s first bull dog and his Martin’s upper half. 

Some of the roks that were in the battle. The “Eyes of 
God” is seen flying high above the rest. 

Note the altitude on these bols - and the orientation of 
the racers - nobody was able to run a straight line. Some 
were barely able to stay in bounds, but they were all 
smiling. 

Shot from the large kite field,  this is Gary and Karl 
flying their pairs routine with their Dynakite stacks. 

The event continued on Sunday after a very rainy 
Saturday night. Barbara and I had headed for  home, but 
I got a brief report from Gary and Thom when I met 
them at the Art Park.  
 
Sunday wasn’t a great flying day, but they did get in 
about 2 hours of enthusiastic rok dueling action. And 
when that was over, Cam and friend Sam continued 
dueling for another 2 hours. Gary and Thom used the 
brightly colored nylon rope they bought on Saturday to 
mark off the field and were satisfied with it.  
 
It was a successful event thanks to the efforts of the 
organizers and all who participated.  
 

Please plan to attend next year. 



Outdoor Sewing 
By Bill Coons 
 
“Why would anyone try sewing outdoors,” you ask? As 
mentioned in the last newsletter, the winds at Sullivan 
County were quite strong, but we flew the fugu anyway. 
Some of the seams opened up and several places around 
the tail area had stress tears in the fabric. Managing 
something that large in my house is just too difficult so 
I decided to try it outside. Fortunately, the skies were 
clear and the winds were dead calm.  
 
And I had the help of daughter, Christina. I couldn’t 
have done it without her. 
 
My first, and by far easiest, task was to attach a zipper 
pull to the tail zipper. It was a real struggle trying to get 
it unzipped at Sullivan. The wind kept moving it away 
at a quick pace. The zipper pull should make it much 
easier. Then I decided to see if I could open up the 
holes in the tail a little to allow quicker deflation. We’ll 
see how that went the next time we fly it. That’s when I 
took a break for lunch.  
 
While eating lunch I realized I had a doctor’s 
appointment at 1 p.m. So I left things set up with the 
fugu tied off to the back deck in case the wind came up. 
Along with instructions to Christina to “pull it into the 
garage, if the wind comes up.” When I left the doctor’s 
office I noticed a light breeze. When I got home, fugu 
was rolling around a little, but was still deflated. We got 
back to work and placed 6 more patches. We think we 
got all the tears. At one point the breeze picked up part 
of it and slapped me in the face with it. Luckily, we 
managed to get it all packed up and the sewing machine 
stowed away before the wind really started blowing.  
 
I am looking forward to the next launch. 
 
Should you decide to try outdoor sewing, have a 
contingency plan in place before starting. 

Laying it out in the backyard made it a lot easier to 
inspect for damage and also made it easier to get it into 
position for sewing. My machine really isn’t suitable 
for large projects like this - the throat is pretty full now 
and I’m just working around the tail section.  
 

Bottom two photos by Christina 



Me and You  
By Fuh Z Tail 

 
I  

am  
fuzzy tail. 

You  
are 

my kite. 
Spread your sail 

and let’s take flight! 
 

Fuzzy tails are easy to create and make a big statement.  
They can be attached as a straight tail or loop. 
 
Start with the colors of your kite. A width of about 4 
inches is good and is, within reason, a matter of taste. 
Cut strips of the desired width. Length depends on the 
lift of your kite and how much drag you want to 
generate. The strips you cut should total twice the 
length of the tail, as explained below. 
 
Using the cording foot on your sewing machine, 
straight stitch a length of string to the center of one (or 
a sequence) of your strips for the length of the tail. I use 
50# line. Just make sure your line passes thru your 
cording foot without binding. Be sure to leave a length 
of string at the beginning and end so you can easily tie 
loops for later attachment. I just eyeball the center using 
my machine’s throat plate.  
 
Once you’ve got the entire length sewn with one or 
more colors, take the other half of your strips and place 
them on top - so the string is between the layers. Now 
use a fairly narrow zigzag stitch to attach the top layer 
to the bottom. You should be zigging and zagging 
across the string you already straight stitched down. It’s 
easier if you put the second layer of strips on the bottom 
so you can actually see where the string is.  
 
When you finish you will have two layers sewn together 
with a long string in the middle. Now, just get out your 
scissors and start cutting perpendicular to the string, but 
NOT all the way to the stitches. I use a width of about 
1/3 to 1/2 inch for my cuts. There is nothing magic 
here. It’s a fairly easy project and one you can do 
quickly - if you don’t like the result, change your 
choices until you do.  
 
Don’t worry about hot-cutting and don’t worry about 
perfectly straight stitches or perfectly perpendicular cut 
lines - nobody will know the difference when it’s 
flying. And you can tell the judges, “I did it for effect.” 
 

I don’t normally fly single line kites in “slack line” 
mode. But, in this case, I was trying to fly and take 
pictures at the same time. So I goosed it and then 
slacked off to let it slowly drop into frame.  
 
When I pack up this kite I pull the sticks, then pull the 
tail into the middle of the sail and then fold it in half 
and roll it around the sticks. The tail never leaves the 
kite.  
 
It may not be true, but it seems the more you abuse a 
fuzzy tail, the better it looks. But, it is unquestionably 
true, the more you fly it, the more you’ll like it. 

As long as your logic is reasonable and you sound like 
you believe it, so will the judges.  
 
You can do a small-scale experiment and learn almost 
everything you need to know. Start with a 2-foot length 
of string and two foot-long lengths of scrap material cut 
into 2.5 inch strips. Create a really short tail, as above 
and carefully observe what happens as you proceed. Use 
what you learned when you build your real fuzzy tail  
 
Next to a stunning transition tail, the fuzzy tail is my 
favorite. Try it, you won’t be sorry. 



The Cocktail Napkin Kite Plan 
By Carlos Simoes  

As seen in the March 1999 issue of Kitelife, the Internet magazine. As of 
2005 I have updated the credits to include Charlie Sotich. Many of Charlie's 
great construction ideas are included in these plans.  

Miniature kites have been around for a long time. In Japan at the New Year 
kites are flown as wishes and the string is cut so wishes may come true. In 
China these kites are also made to represent dreams and problems and are 
flown to help resolve them. These miniature kites are made of relatively 
delicate light materials. They can be flown outdoors but only in the lightest of 
winds.  

Materials Required 
• Minimum 5" X 5 " Cocktail Napkin (pick out your favorite pattern at the grocery store)  
• Small spool of 25lb Monofilament Fishing Line for spine  
• Small spool of 15lb Monofilament Fishing Line for spreader (cross spar)  
• Wood cutting board (to wrap fishing line around)  
• Piece of pressboard, newspaper, cardboard etc for cutting on  
• Small thin sheet of plastic to cut out a template  
• White paper glue  
• Exacto knife & steel ruler  
• Spool of sewing thread for flying line  
• Christmas tinsel for tail  
• Scotch Tape for attaching bridle and tail  
• Drill & small drill bit  
• Small plastic lunch bag to store your kite  

 

• 4/3/4 X 4 3/4 inch square  

• Mark the Cross spar at 1 1/2"  

• Mark the Bridle point at 2 1/2"  

• Use a very small drill to make holes at these points.  

Preparation of monofilament line  
The fishing line requires a heat process to take the natural curl out of the line. Wrap both 15lb and 25lb fishing line 
around the cutting board. The cutting board should be at least 6 inches wide. Heat in oven at 300 for 1 hour. The idea 
is that the heat will take out the natural twist in the fishing line. You want straight spars to work with. Please monitor 
the cooking process & turn the fan on. After one hour remove board and let cool. Cut the line to length of at least 6 
inches Note: If you don't feel comfortable heating/cooking the line you can always spend a little more on higher 
grade fishing line which contains much less curl in it. 



Construction  

•      Using plastic template cut out skin from napkin using a cutting blade. With a pen or marker mark the cross 
spar and bridle point on the sail.  

•      Fold skin along the diagonal & make a crease.  

•      Mix glue & water together. Thin the glue enough so it not lumpy when you apply it to the paper.  

•      For the spine, pull 25lb spar line through glue and place along fold in napkin. The spar should overlap on 
both ends. Don't worry about excess line, as you will trim it off after the glue is dry.  

•      For the cross spar pull the 15lb through glue and bend spar as shown in diagram. Ensure the spar is on top of 
your cross spar mark you made with the template. Cut ends off line after glue is dry.  

•      After the kite is dried and trimmed use a small piece of scotch tape to attach the bridle to the bridle point. 
The last step is to take two pieces of tinsel from 6 to 12 inches and attach with scotch tape to the end.  

•      The kite will fly better if you grab the center spine and squeeze the original fold so the kite is not flat (form a 
dihedral)  

•      When completed store the kite in a small plastic sandwich bag to protect it.  
 

Flight instructions  

•      Remove the kite from the bag  

•      Sort the tail from the thread towing line  

•      Hold the end of the towing line with your fingers with the kite facing you. You may also tape the end of the 
towing line to a wooden rod or plastic straw.  

•      Raise your hand and slowly draw your arm across the air, allowing the kite to fly. In a larger space you can 
walk slowly around the room and pull the kite behind you with practice you may be able to perform a few 
tricks.  

Tips  

•      Join as many as you want into a train. I have seen 7 flown successfully. Hold a small wooden rod or straw in 
your hand and tie one end to the fly line the kite train will fly with less effort.  

•      You may have to move the bridle a little higher or a little lower in some cases. This is a miniature kite - if the 
bridle is off just a little it will have more impact on how well the kite flies.  

•      If the kite is not flying well, remember to grab the spine and squeeze your fingers along the spine to form a 
curve in the sail. You have to form a dihedral to get the best performance.  

This plan took me years to piece together. Various People such as, Skye Morrison and Merv Cooper, helped spread 
the fun of miniature kites to Canadians. Skye shared plans and philosophy from her visits to Japan and other world 
travels. It was Merv Cooper who first showed me how to create and assemble miniature kites at a workshop in 1994. 
Merv's miniature kites relied heavily on the plans of an American named Charlie Sotich. Many of Charlie's great 
ideas are included in my plans. He is one of the original developers of the miniature kite. One of Charlie's 
innovations was replacing bamboo spars with mono fishing line. He found it easier to use mono fishing line rather 
than trying to split bamboo into tiny spars.  
 
I was so fascinated with these kites that my whole family helped whip up 250 of them as party favors for my 
wedding in 1995. 



Art in the Sky 2009 
Stone Quarry Hill Art Park 
By Bill Coons 
 
Barbara and I drove to the Art Park early Friday 
afternoon accompanied by our granddaughter, Alyssa. 
Our daughter, Christina made the trip in her own car so 
she could return home Sunday afternoon. My sister, Sue 
Pantuosco and her daughter, Susie, also came with us. 
Don Tuff and Kim Linehan arrived a little later followed 
by Jon and Jeanette Hosford, Jim and Peg Peck and 
Dave Tuttle. Once again, the Art Park generously 
offered us the use of the Artist’s Lodge, as well as the 
bedroom in the main house. Using the leftovers from 
our daughter Vikki’s Nursing school graduation party, 
Barbara and I provided the evening meal for all comers. 
Gary Sharp and Deb Borg arrived Saturday morning and 
pitched their tent next to the Artist’s Lodge. Jason 
Gelarden also joined us on the field on Saturday as did 
Jim’s son Jon and his friend, Sarah. 
 
Dave Tuttle had agreed to provide the kites for the 
Children’s’ kite workshop. The concept was to provide 
the entire kite, needing just the children’s artistic touch 
to make it a work of art. After dinner, Christina went to 
the Art Barn with Dave to help him finish up the kites – 
they prepared about 150 kites; Dave had prepared the 
majority of them before arriving. About 115 kids 
decorated kites during the event. More would have been 
done if the weather had cooperated.  
 
People are always surprised to learn that there can be 
too much wind for kite flying. Sunday afternoon was a 
perfect example of that – averaging 17 with gusts to 
25+. That made it necessary to take down all the EZ-ups 
and other event structures to protect both the public and 
the equipment. The kites that were flying were doing so 
very erratically. It gave me a chance to fly some of my 
more interesting kites on short lines – Martin’s legs, 8-
foot frog with tadpole, and bear with honey pot drogue. 
I allowed several spectators to fly the legs and the frog, 
but the bear was too touchy and would have been more 
frustrating than fun for the average person. Almost 
everything was closed up by 2:30, but the people kept 
coming in. 
 
We made it through both event-days without rain, but it 
did rain quite heavily both before the event and during 
Friday and Saturday nights. Dylan put in quite a bit of 
effort obtaining and spreading hay trying to make the 
fields solid enough for foot traffic. The entrance to the 
field had some minor flooding, making me a little  

nervous about driving in, but it proved to be no 
problem.  And the entrance from the public parking area 
was reasonably dry. The flying area, on top of the hill, 
was in very good condition. 
 
The winds were reasonably good on Saturday with an 
average of around 10 and gusts to 15. But there was still 
quite a bit of turbulence. Launching was no problem, 
but keeping things up was more challenging. Sunday 
morning started out with reasonably good winds that got 
progressively worse. By lunchtime all the big kites were 
out of the sky for public safety and so as not to risk 
losing the kites. One of Jim’s speakers got blown over 
(it doesn’t seem to have been damaged) and our bowl of 
potato salad got blown right off the table. There were 
several other near-losses of kites and other things as it 
was. But, fortunately, all kites, tails and bols were 
recovered. Gary Sharp recovered most of the items and 
even had to climb a tree for one of Jim’s kites. 
 
We did run some bol races on Saturday afternoon, about 
2 p.m. But the winds continued to build to the point 
where it was unsafe with any but the small bols. And 
bol racing was totally out of the question on Sunday.  
Rok battles were out too because the wind direction 
would have guaranteed many lost kites and potential 
danger to spectators. We also managed to get Don’s 45-
foot octopus launched and Kim’s 28-foot crown 
spinning. Jim Peck’s 125 flow form flew for a while 
too. My niece, Susie, was the official bubble machine 
for the event. 
 
As always, Amber and Dylan did an incredible job 
before, during and after the event. I’m not even sure 
either one of them got to sit down during the event. We 
thank them both for their efforts and for hosting the 
club at the park. 



Above, the kids are decorating their kites. Below, 
everybody leans into the wind. Note the altitude on 
those bols. 

Above, Jim’s flow form. Below, Don’s 45-foot octopus. 

Bottom right, from top to bottom, my 6-foot workshop 
sled, my 22-foot octopus, Don‘s octopus, and my bear. 

Facing page, the carved moose head that hangs in the 
kitchen of the Artist’s Lodge. Above, Kim’s 28-foot 
crown. Both photos by Jeanette Hosford. 



Boston Kite Festival 
By Bill Coons 
 
This year’s event was held at a different venue; Pope 
John Paul II Park. It’s on the Neponset River and is a 
great location when the winds come from the right 
direction. The only thing I don’t like about it is the 
proximity to I-93 - an escaped kite with the wind going 
in the wrong direction could lead to a disaster.  
 
Barbara, Christina and I were hosted by Don Tuff and 
Kim Linehan. We made our way to their home in 
Peabody, MA on Friday afternoon.  
 
The five of us left early Saturday morning and arrived at 
the park at about 9 a.m. where we met Greg and 
Jackie, already setting up their “store.” We were 
allowed to drive into the Park to drop off our 
equipment, which was fortunate, since I hadn’t brought 
my wagon. It would have taken us several trips using 
Don’s cart to get all of our gear to the chosen setup 
location.  
 
Christina and I had NYKE base camp set up at about 
9:30 and had launched the fugu and my 16-foot red, 
white and blue crown. Don launched Kim’s new 252 
with 150-foot tails. While we did that, Barbara and Kim 
went out to get cold cuts and rolls to make lunch, there 
was no food vendor on site. 
 
The north-bound lanes of the highway were already 
clogged up due to lane restrictions north of the park, but 
the south-bound lanes also clogged up because of our 
kites. From a flyer’s perspective, it’s a pretty nice place 
to fly. I’m just thankful I wasn’t on the highway trying 
to make my way in either direction, I’m not a very 
patient driver. And I’m thankful I didn’t hear the gut-
wrenching sound familiar to fans of destruction derbies. 
The park also appears to be in one of the flight paths for 
Logan. There was lots of action in the air and much of it 
was unrelated to our activities - please be aware of 
existing FAA regulations every time you fly. 
 
Even though there are obvious problems associated with 
such events in this location, many of the people I talked 
to stopped in just because they saw the kites while 
driving down the highway. A couple of them are 
memorable to me and I’m not likely to forget either of 
them.  
 
One was a recently divorced father and his son. The boy 
was about 1 year old and was thrilled by my Martin’s  

Legs, so I used that to keep him entertained for about 15 
minutes. I kept the legs flying while “kicking” him 
relentlessly. He spent the whole time trying to grab 
them while laughing in a way only a young child can. 
Dad was busy taking pictures with his video camera. 
Unfortunately, I didn’t get any of those shots since I was 
busy flying. About an hour later, I saw both of them 
interacting with the fugu. They were both having a ball, 
but this time I caught some of the action on camera. 
Below, Dad’s lying on the ground and the son is sitting; 
both in the shadow of fugu. 

Speaking of fugu, this proved to be a very popular 
attraction all day long. And, unlike many of my recent 
events, the parents were very attentive and mindful of 
safety. Christina helped me ensure everyone was able 
to interact with fugu while remaining safe. She also 
helped me manage public interaction with my 16-foot 
red, white and blue crown, which I repaired in 
preparation for this event. And that was the source of 
the second memorable event. 
 
I was tending the fugu when I noticed a man and young 
boy approaching the 16-foot crown. I walked over to 
warn the father to keep his son away from the strings. 
As I got near I heard the boy singing the second verse of 
“You’re a Grand Old Flag.” 
(http://www.scoutsongs.com/lyrics/grandoldflag.html) 
And he wasn’t just saying the words, he was really 
singing. His father explained that he had just been 
involved in a Flag Day celebration at school and that he 
“just loved the flag.” I am very thankful I made the 
effort to repair it. All the time spent building and 
repairing was worth it for that one moment in time.  
 
I also got to fly my latest experiment. Several years ago, 
many club members made Camelot-style banners. 
Although I like the way they looked, they are difficult 



to keep up because the poles have a tendency to come 
apart in moderate winds. I made two of them, but 
haven’t bothered to put them up in a long time. I found 
a ghost in the Sea Side Kites bargain bin and bought it. 
It is jet black and, although it makes a statement, it is a 
little boring. I really don’t like having things laying 
around that I don’t use so I decided to incorporate those 
banners into my ghost. I think the result is great! I used 
appliqué techniques to place one banner on each of the 
tails of the ghost. I think I will make a blue and yellow 
fuzzy tail for each side and see how that looks. 
 

I really like “soft” kites because they are easy to pack - 
just put them in a stuff sack or compression bag and 
throw them in the car. I stumbled across a “cute” kite at 
the Sea Side Kites site and decided to have Jackie and 
Greg bring it to the event for me. It is a bright yellow 
duck from GPK, but I’m sorry I can’t show you a 
picture. Every time I picked up the camera, it crashed. I 
swear I had it flying for quite a long time (5 minutes, or 
so), but just didn’t get a chance to get a picture. It 
seemed a fairly stable flier once it was in a steady wind. 
And it definitely gets attention since it is so “bright.” 
Watch for it at a fly near you! 
 
This was a very enjoyable event because it was entirely 
freeform and there were no requirements to do 
anything. As a result, we tried to do things which 
seemed to please the large number of visitors to the 
park. The people who seemed most interested were 
those who had been driving by and just couldn’t resist 
stopping in to see what was going on. We gave out lots 
of NYKE trifolds (thank you Dave Tuttle) and I spent 
lots of time talking to interested spectators, probably 
more than at any other event I’ve been to.  
 
And there were a large number of spectators. There was 
a continuous stream of people walking through the park  

- either because they had seen something they liked or 
they were just using the park normally. 
 
Dominic and Pat Juliano made it to the event. Dom 
brought a train of tyvek diamonds and donated them to 
the club - “do with them what you will.” He also 
provided some spare parts and other “trinkets.” I’ll put 
it up at Keene and get a picture. Dom spent some time 
with Christina flying his fighter kite.  I didn’t even 
know she knew how to fly a fighter - she said our son, 
Mike, taught her when he was still active in the club.  
 
At the end of the event, about 4 p.m.,  me, Barbara, and 
Christina; Greg and Jackie, Keith and Margaret, and 
Don and Kim decided to go to a Chinese Restaurant for 
dinner. And what a great dinner it was! We are still 
eating leftovers as I write this. 
 
We thank Don and Kim for hosting us - we truly 
enjoyed the time we spent with them at their home. We 
also thank Greg and Jackie for sponsoring this event - 
there is no way for them to make a profit, but they do it 
year after year.  



Red, White and Blue Fly 
By Bill Coons 
 
June 14 is Flag Day and there is no better excuse for 
flying a kite than this ConnectiKITER event at 
Hammonasset Beach State Park. 
 
Barbara, Christina, I and made our way from Boston 
following Don and Kim in a loose, two-car, caravan. It 
only took us 2 hours to get there and it rained most of 
that time. It cleared up about 1/2 hour before we got to 
the park. And the weather was quite nice the rest of the 
day. I say the same thing almost every time I write about 
Hammonasset - if I paid attention to the weather reports, 
I’d never go. But I’ve been to at least 10 events at that 
location and none of them have been rained out. Believe 
me, I know everyone isn’t quite that lucky.  
 
I decided to create a large RWB ground display so I 
brought all of my RWB stuff. I even surprised myself by 
the quantity. I actually had more with me than I was 
able to put up. And, thanks to Don, I acquired more at a 
very reasonable price ($0). I’ll have to find something 
he likes and return the favor.  

As the day wore on, more and more people appeared. 
Ray Gruzas was ready to fly when we drove in and 
several people were flying Revs in another field - they 
were there for a practice competition. Karl Berg was 
setting up his stack of RWB Dynakites and flew them 
for a while - he wasn’t able to stay long. Gary and 
Maggie showed up a little while later followed by Dave 
Olsen and Bob and Martha Enright. More 
ConnectiKITERs showed up a little later, but I didn’t 
catch their names.  

The winds were a little up and down near the ground, but 
quite steady at about 100 feet up. It turned out to be a 
very relaxing, enjoyable day.  
 
By the time we got back to Don and Kim’s home, we 
were all quite exhausted so we decided to go out to 
dinner at an Italian-themed chain restaurant. The meal 
proved to be excellent and was very reasonably priced. 
 
We thank Don and Kim for their hospitality and a 
very enjoyable weekend. 

In addition to flying his own kites, Gary actually 
managed to perform a kite rescue for one of the people 
staying in the adjacent campgrounds. Gary actually 
walks the talk and I am proud to know him..  



What’s up in Region 1 (June) 
By Greg Lamoureux 

 
WOW…! it has been an incredibly busy start to the 
summer!  
   
Some highlights:  
   
-     One of our regional members has helped push 
indoor kiting to the national doorstep by achieving 
and presenting Indoor kiting to “America's Got 
Talent”. Yes, our own Scott Weider helped move 
indoor kiting forward, great job Scotty!  
   

 

AKA Business:  
   
-     From the BOD meeting, May 28, 2009.  It was 
the shortest meeting. A little less than an hour. “Items 
addressed were, standard committee reports, (now on 
Kite Talk Forum), ways to increase AKA 
membership and scheduling the next BOD call”.  
   
-     The next AKA BOD meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 15, 2009.  
Time:  9:00 PM EST, 6:00 PM PST 
·     To connect by Skype for free: 

+9900827044310140  
·     To connect by phone: 1-605-475-8800, 

Conference Room is: 4310140  
(Long distance costs apply)  

   
-     The AKA is looking for a few good photos and 
graphics. Please see the attached “Café Express 
Project”  
 
-     With the heavy schedule of events over the next 
few weeks, check your local kite club and/or the 
AKA Event Calendar Schedule.  

Help us make Minnesota the Land of 10,000 Kites! 
2009 AKA Convention and Grand Nationals  

Rochester, Minnesota 
October 5-10, 2009 

Sad news, Empty Space in the Sky:  
 
A good friend, long time AKA member Bill 
Steward passed away Tuesday, May 26, 2009. 
Jackie and I participated in the services for Bill and 
his wife, Priscilla.  
 
Bill attended many events throughout the region. 
When you saw “the tall dude with the cowboy hat", 
Bill was ready to fly. He flew a Dyna Kite Stack, 
single line and participated in the candy drops and 
enjoyed the camaraderie of the kiting community.  
Priscilla wanted us to send along her thanks to all 
for the enjoyment Bill received in the past few years 
just attending events and talking with fellow kiters.  
   
Editor’s Note:  
 
The AKA BOD meeting, at right, will have taken 
place when you read this, but the other information 
is still valid for future BODs. 

Looking forward:  
With the better weather, most of us prefer to be 
outside.  However, with busy schedules, there has 
not been much discussion about workshops. We 
should think about what we'd like to do... any 
thoughts for Fall/Winter workshops?  
   

Snippets:  
   
This will never happen again:  
   
At five minutes and six seconds after 4 AM on the 
8th of July this year, the time and date will 
be 04:05:06 07/08/09.     

Web Links:  
   
Wildwood 2009: http://www.alivearchives.com/ then click on  Free Kite Movies, then Wildwood 2009 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gquinton/3546087442/in/set-72157618477014460 
http://entertainment.webshots.com/album/572905891xyMJYn 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rreed3/sets/72157619347498807/  
From the Netherlands: http://www.jeltjebaas.nl./Kites.htm 

   



Keene Valley Kite Festival 2009 
By Bill Coons 
 
The Keene Valley Kite Festival was held on Father’s 
Day, June 21, at Marcy Field in Keene Valley. Airfield 
operations were suspended for the day for this event. It 
was planned and sponsored by the East Branch Friends 
of the Arts (EBFA), http://www.eastbrancharts.org/. 
Cleverly, the event was scheduled for the same day as 
the Farmer’s Market, which is widely publicized and 
always well attended. So, we started with a built-in 
audience and expanded from there as people traveling 
on route 73 saw what was happening.  
 
Barbara, Christina, and I left late Friday morning for the 
2-hour trip to Keene Valley. We were meeting up with 
Don and Kim and Greg and Jackie – the seven of us 
sharing a three-bedroom cottage on the grounds of the 
Keene Valley Lodge; located just 5 minutes from Marcy 
Field. If you’ve seen my photoshow for the event, you 
know our accommodations were terrific. I can’t 
remember ever being as pleased with a home away from 
home as I was with this Lodge. The cottage is actually 
the winter abode for the lodge owners and it was fully 
appointed, right down to a coffee grinder.  
 
After unpacking the car I had a little spare time so I 
planted a NYKE banner in the front lawn. Shortly after 
that the Lodge owner stopped in to check on the banner 
– he was afraid somebody associated with the event 
planted it and wanted to make sure it was okay with us. 
Not long after that, Leslie Shipps, EBFA board 
member, dropped in to introduce herself and welcome 
us. Leslie was our primary contact for the event and 
arranged free accommodations for the other NYKE 
flyers that arrived on Saturday.  
 
You might be thinking, “Wait a minute, the event is on 
Sunday – what are you guys doing there on Friday?” 
The answer is sight seeing and relaxing. On Saturday 
we made a trip to Ausable Chasm and took the tour, 
which included a 20-minute raft ride. I am still thankful 
to Greg for thinking to ask about a possible military 
discount. Active and retired military are totally free! I 
bought two shirts in the gift shop and gave both the 
guide and bus driver a tip and still came out ahead. 
 
Shortly after we returned from that trip, Gary and Deb 
and Jim and Peg Peck dropped in for a visit. They were 
being put up on a farm a short distance down the road. 
We visited for a while before heading to the welcome 
supper, hosted by Joe and Linda Bogardus, EBFA board 
member. There were 40 people for dinner, including the  

11 NYKE flyers. There were 10 artists who had built and 
decorated 4-foot rokkakus made of Tyvek. The kits were 
purchased from the Drachen Foundation store, 
http://drachenstore.easystorecreator.net/. Many of these 
kites were on display during the dinner and I saw most 
of them fly at the event on Sunday. After dinner, Greg 
Lamoureux gave a brief talk about the AKA and Deb 
Borg talked about NYKE and other miscellany. 
 
Sunday morning started off rather dreary, having rained 
most of the night and still sprinkling during breakfast. 
Christina was kind enough to do the shopping for 
breakfast, financed by Greg and Jackie, and then cook it 
for the seven of us staying in the cottage.  
We all headed for Marcy Field at about 8:30. Skies were 
overcast, the ground was wet, and there was a persistent 
misty kind of rain. We got the EZ-ups erected and a 
couple of tarps deployed so we could keep most of our 
gear dry while we continued setting up for the event. We 
just accepted the fact that everything we put out would 
likely have to be laid out to dry the next day when we 
got back home. After getting my NYKE banners planted, 
I found a location for the Fugu and staked it out. With a 
little effort while wearing a clear plastic rain slicker, 
Christina managed to get it inflated and flying. While 
doing that the various vendors for the Farmer’s Market 
were getting set up for a busy day. They were pretty well 
protected from the wet air by three large tents.  
 
Approximately half of Marcy Field was closely mowed 
and provided us with a very large flying area. The only 
drawback is that trees and mountainous terrain surround 
it. The wind was primarily westerly, but shifted quite a 
bit later in the day - never settling down to a consistent 
direction; or speed for that matter. It was not possible to 
stake a kite and walk away, at least not for long. People 
flying dual and quad-line kites were able to fly most of 
the time and there were a lot more of them than I 
expected. I got to fly my black and yellow Level One (a 
Father’s Day gift a few years back) for about an hour off 
and on before tending to other matters. I made a black 
and yellow re-transition tail for that kite, which helps 
make me look good while flying. 
 
It was a pleasure seeing Greg and Jackie attend an event 
as flyers. Greg spent lots of time helping others with 
their kites in addition to flying his own. He flew the 
AKA Region 1 banner and his AKA flow form and 
represented the organization well. The same is true of 
Gary Sharp and Deb Borg with respect to NYKE. They 
were helping others all day long and I’m not sure they 
got to do anything else, but I do remember Gary 
challenging me to a mini rok battle as I was trying to  



bring mine down and accidentally crossed his line. Don 
and Kim launched his rainbow 252 and it flew for a 
while, but required several relaunches during the day. 
And I caught Don flying his papillon for a few minutes. 
It was a perfect day for that kite and Don flies it well. 
Jim and Peg Peck also got his 125 flying, but just as 
with Don’s 252, it had to be launched many times.  
 
It was also a pleasant surprise to see Jeanette Hosford 
and her entire family at the event. They were very active 
flyers all afternoon. Gary Sharp’s father, sister, and 
brother-in-law also joined us. And Nate Houck was 
there with his wife and daughter. He spent quite a bit of 
time holding on-field kite flying workshops. His 11-
year-old daughter flew demonstrations with a rev and 
helped others fly them as well. His wife ended up 
running their store, Kichi Kites, most of the day. 
 
Toward the end of the day we actually put together a 
few bol races and the crowd loved it. The adults were 
eager to participate, including the announcer. Deb took 
over announcing duties for that race. Larry Shipps 
came up with some prizes for participants in the kid’s 
races. Christina tried flying my 8-foot frog, but it 
wouldn’t even inflate. So she switched to my Legs and 
had a good time with them. Just as at the Boston 
Festival, a little boy was totally fascinated by them. But 
unlike Boston, he kept his distance. And the wind was 
just fickle enough that Christina wasn’t able to tease 
him into interacting with them.  
 
This is my kind of event. There was only one sour note 
all day long and that was from an older woman who 
didn’t think the chosen music, easy-listening soft rock, 
was appropriate. Otherwise there were plenty of smiles 
everywhere even during the heaviest rain. During the 
welcome dinner somebody mentioned that when an 
event is held most of the town turns out for it. And 
that’s the way it felt. It seemed like everyone knew 
everyone else, separating themselves on the field only to 
keep their kites from becoming tangled. And there were 
plenty of (assumed) family groups on the field. 
 
The only thing I don’t like about this event is the 
conflict with Kites Over Keuka. I really like flying at 
Keuka Springs Winery and have always felt welcome 
there. I believe that event was rained out this year. But, 
if I remember correctly, we had some rain last year too 
– we still enjoyed ourselves. Hopefully, we can get 
these events moved apart in time. If not, for me, the 
Keene Valley event wins hands down every time. I am 
looking forward to next year and can’t wait to see what 
kind of art-related focus EBFA comes up with for it.  

Please join us next year 



What’s up in Region 1 (July) 
By Greg Lamoureux 

 
Snippet: 

A message from the AKA President: 
May this find you well and playing with kites. 
 
SANCTIONING: Are you planning a Kite Event? Will 
it require AKA Sanctioning? This is a reminder that 
Sanctioning Fees go up to $100 on July 1. Do it for $75 
before July 1. Order early, order often! 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who responded about the 
Boy Scout Merit Badge. I am still trying to get back to 
all of you individually to thank you for your interest and 
assistance. 
Thanks for listening. See you out there somewhere. 
 
 
A message from a regional member: 
Yesterday I was teaching a lesson at Nahant in the 
morning. We had an HQ 2m Scout up with some tube 
tails on it to slow it down. I landed it and put a lot of 
sand on it. Then, we went into the car to do the ground 
school discussion out of the wind and rain. An hour 
later, I returned and the kite was gone. The idea that the 
kite blew away is, in my mind, not possible given how 
much sand was on it. It was not covered either because it 
was wet and the sand wasn't blowing. 
If anyone sees it or heard anything, I'd be grateful if 
you'd let me know. The colors are white, orange and 
grey. The picture I've included is of a 2m scout from the 
back with the same color scheme. The front has a little 
scout logo in the center.. 
thanks,  
Adam Gordon 
http://www.BostonKiteSchool.com 
info@bostonkiteschool.com  

Web Links: 
http://twitpic.com/7tubr 
http://markcunningham.posterous.com/can-a-kite-power-our-planet-the-guys-at-m... 
http://www.rgj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/200906140600/NEIGHBORHOODS03/906140313 
http://gizmodo.com/5271316/silverlit-kazoo-electric-indoor-kite-completely-misses-the-point 
http://ezontheyes.smugmug.com/Kites 
http://www.photoshow.com/watch/VG4AX6dh 
http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/story/0,22606,25693317-5019017,00.html 
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25694949-26103,00.html 
http://www.newportkitefestival.net 
http://www.mcnett.com/Seam-Grip-Seam-Sealer-Outdoor-Repair-P133.aspx 
http://www.mcnett.com/Aquaseal-Urethane-Repair-Adhesive-Sealant-P193.aspx 
http://www.projo.com/news/content/NEWPORT_KITE_FESTIVAL_07-12-09_7JF14G7_v50.38b0617.html 
http://www.photoshow.com/watch/BY4Qz3YI 
http://www.1888pressrelease.com/power-kites-direct-to-donate-trainer-kites-to-groups-that-wo-pr-132089.html 
http://bostonist.com/2009/07/09/photo_of_the_day_july_9_2009_kite_c.php 
http://public.fotki.com/garikV/2009/toronto-kite-festival/ 

I discovered something while applying seam sealer to a 
tent canopy. The seam sealer mentioned using it as an 
adhesive for permanent bonds or repairs so I tried it on 
some scrap rip stop. It works really well! I could pull a 
patch off when I tried super glue or spray glue, but not 
so easy with the seam sealer. I did not even clean with 
alcohol or wait 15 minutes for it to tack up as noted in 
the instructions. I would say that this stuff would hold a 
patch for quite some time. It is clear and looks and 
applies a lot like airplane glue. It is a urethane which is 
often used as the coating on rip stop so I would think 
that repairs could be long lasting. A small hole can be 
repaired simply by bridging over it with this stuff. 
Perhaps provide a bridge with invisible scotch tape on 
the backside. Remove the tape later and apply more 
seam sealer to the back. It remains flexible when dry 
and so should move with the fabric. The brand I used 
can be found here. I bought it at Eastern Mountain Store 
so I imagine that it would be available anywhere that 
camping equipment is sold. 
 
There are two product links below (www.mcnett.com). 
One sealant has a shorter cure time and might be more 
suitable for field repairs. 
 
Ted Shaw 



2009 Newport Kite Festival 
Day One 
By Bill Coons 
 
The Newport Kite Festival is official again, thanks to 
Scott Weider and Ron Kitt and many “behind the 
scenes” folks. Barbara, Christina, and I drove out early 
Friday afternoon to meet up with Don and Kim and 
Keith and Margaret; we all stayed at the same motel. 
There was an indoor flying space available Friday 
evening, but we elected to go to dinner at the 
Coddington Brewery instead.  
 
Having been to Newport many times before, we all 
knew it was important to get to the field early in the 
morning. We arrived at 0830 and found the 
ConnectiKITERS and a few others had beat us to the 
punch. Ray Gruzas, Dave Olsen, Karl Berg, and 
Gary and Maggie Engvall had plenty of banners 
planted and most of their camp set up. There were no 
kites in the sky, but many were staked out waiting for 
the winds to pick up. 
 
We set up camp between the ConnectiKITERS and 
Jack and Sharon Annable who are in the process of 
launching a web-based kite business. They expect to be 
online in about a month as Happy Jack’s Dream Kites.  
 
Don and Kim had her 28-foot crown tied off to one of 
the telephone poles defining the perimeter of the field. 
And before they could get it launched another person 
decided to set up their ground display right next to us. 
Don tried to explain the nature of the crown, but the 
guy didn’t care saying, “that’s the nature of Newport.” 
And, beside the less than ideal flying conditions, that 
sort of thing is the primary drawback to this festival.  
 
Of all the kite festivals I have attended, this is the one 
that seems to have more than its share of people who 
just don’t get it, probably because of the restricted 
flying area and large number of people. I’ve packed up 
my toys and quit flying many times because of them 
and I‘ve never had to do that elsewhere. And, as Jon 
and Jeanette discovered, this is not a great event for 
flying sport kites unless you are a featured flyer. The 
only time I’ve ever flown a sport kite at Newport was 
after the festival was over. Even so, I still love this 
event and plan to return every year. 
 
There were many things going on that weren’t in my 
photoshow because I chose to stay in the vicinity of my 
staked-out 16-foot RWB crown.  
(http://www.photoshow.com/watch/BY4Qz3YI)  
 
 

The demonstration field was up near the bathhouse and 
there were demonstrations all afternoon. A portion of the 
public parking field, the field that used to be used for 
sport kite competition, was set up to teach sport kite 
flying.  
 
We were pleased to see Dick and Jackie Maciel and 
Dominick Juliano at the event. Don and Kim’s friend 
Sharon Bonk also joined us on the field.  We also were 
happy to see Martha Enright. 
 
Jon and Jeanette were staying with their friend Maggy 
and all three joined the seven of us and Sharon Bonk for 
dinner at Coddington Brewery Saturday evening. 
Although most of us enjoyed our meals some were 
decidedly disappointed. Maggy salvaged the evening by 
inviting us all to her home for drinks on her patio, very 
convenient for us since she lives just a few blocks from 
our motel. Planning for another early morning, we retired 
to the motel at about 9:30.   
 
Barbara, Christina, and I did not attend the festival on 
Sunday. Instead we chose to have a leisurely breakfast at 
the 4th Street Diner and then take our time packing the 
car for the trip home. Christina has started a new job as a 
Medical Assistant and we wanted to arrive home and let 
her relax a little before starting her second week on the 
job. Other NYKE members did make it to the field on 
Sunday and submitted a brief report on the e-group. 
 
 

Below, Don prepares to launch an original Scott Spencer 
cellular kite, which he won at the NYKE auction held at 
the Cherry Valley event last year. 



Above, Christina teases my sunflower into the air 

Above, Ray Gruzas watches his 12-foot RWB spikey 
ball. 

Above, the RWB 252 is sliding over the bird, neither 
crashed as a result of this photo op. 

Above, Christina straightens out the tail on one of her 
kites. 



Subscribe to the NYKE e-group on Yahoo - just go to www.nyke.org/maillist.html, 
enter your email address and click on the Join Now! button. You’ll receive email 
notification prior to all scheduled events and other information pertinent to your kiting 
life. If you want full membership privileges fill out the coupon below and send it in. 

Submissions 
This is your newsletter - let your voice be heard! I’ll gladly accept any submission you send - in any format. Your 
thoughts might inspire someone else. Have you found a great flying location? Got a new kite you just can’t stop 
flying? Did you fly on vacation? Have you learned any new techniques or better ways to do a common task? Send 
pictures too - electronic, prints, slides, or negatives. I’ll return originals. The next newsletter is the September 2009 
edition - please get your submissions to me, wcoons@nycap.rr.com, as early as possible. 

A.K.A. 
P.O. Box 1614 

Walla Walla, WA 99362 
800-AKA-2550 (voice or fax) 

www.aka.kite.org 

Join the American Kitefliers Association 
Membership offers many benefits: 
• Kiting - the Quarterly AKA magazine 
• 10% discount at most kite shops 
• Insurance at registered club flies 
• Extensive AKA website 

NYKE Membership Information 
Dues are $15 per year, per household. You will receive a copy of our most recent newsletter, be included in our 
members directory, receive discounts at club workshops, and receive updates on all club activities! Send completed 
form with dues payable to: Jeremy Johannesen 
clip and mail 

New York Kite Enthusiasts - Membership Form 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:__________________________  State:_____________ Zip:_________ 
Phone: (___)__________ E-mail: __________________________________ 
Primary kiting interests: (single/dual/quad/fighters...): __________________ 
AKA member number: ____________ Birthday (optional)_______________ 
Names of other kiters in household:_________________________________ 

w w w . n y k e . o r g  
Visit the Official NYKE Homepage regularly - make it your home on the web! 

Check the website for up-to-date information on all NYKE events! 

Membership Renewals 
 

Cheryl Lucas 
 

Thank you for your continued support 



Jul 26              RI Governor's Bay Day 
Aug 9              Christmas in August Fun Fly  
Sep 12, 13       Kites Over Fort Ontario 
Sep 24 - 27      Sunfest 
Sep 25 - 27      Adirondack Balloon Festival 
Oct 10, 11       Maple Ridge Kite Festival  

Upcoming Events 

Contact Us! 
For more information: 

Call (518) 872-0990  or Email to: 
Jeremy@nyke.org 

or visit our webpage: 

www.nyke.org 


